
Open Letter to the Suffragists of the United 
States. 
(Adopted unanimously at the regular meeting of 
the Woman’s National Anti-Polygamy Society, 
Feb. 7, 1882.) 

DEAR FRIENDS: We women who are 
active workers in the Anti-polygamy movement in 
Utah have frequently been censured by some of 
the Suffrage party for depreciating the fact that the 
ballot was ever given to the women of this 
Territory. On this account, we have not always 
received that fullness of sympathy and 
co-operation from the party that we had a right to 
expect from laborers in the same cause--the 
enfranchisement and elevation of woman. But we 
believe that you have entirely misunderstood the 
question, and consequently we desire to explain 
as fully as possible our position, and the true 
nature and effects of woman suffrage in Utah. 

As one of our members recently said in 
substance, in the Woman’s Journal, it is rather 
difficult to explain, because people seem to have 
the idea that if a person does not endorse woman 

suffrage in this Territory, they are opposed to the general principle of universal suffrage. They 
do not seem to realize that the ballot in the hands of intelligent and cultured American women, 
Christian mothers of the Republic and their carefully trained and educated daughters is one 
thing, but quite another in the hands of unlettered foreigners who have never known or never 
will know the value of political and religious liberty, and whose only claim to citizenship rests on 
being third or fourth wife of a Mormon Elder. And perhaps he himself may never have acquired 
a legal right to the use of the ballot, but like Geo. Q. Cannon may have fraudulent papers or 
even none at all. They cannot realize that the ballot in the hands of the Mormon women has 
only proved to be an engine for the perpetuity of fanaticism, ignorance, crime and misery, 
instead of the palladium of American freedom, and the boasted charter of popular sovereignty. 

We know that it was thought by many well meaning and noble minded men and women, 
who love and revers [sic] the sacred names of mother, wife and sister, and all that those 
names imply in a pure, Christian household that if the women of Utah were in possession of the 
ballot, polygamy and its disgusting horrors would soon disappear.  

But after more than twelve years experience, the facts are quite at variance with this 
theory. In the first place, there is no place in Christendom where women are so systematically 
and thoroughly taught to consider themselves man’s inferior as in Utah. No Mormon woman, 
either in polygamy or out of it can ignore the well taught doctrine of man’s superiority to her, that 
he is her Lord in every sense of the term, that she can not enter the Celestial Kingdom, or even 
be raised from the dead except through some man. In these circumstances how can the 

 



Mormon women consistently say they believe in political or religious equality with men, or how 
can they know anything about the responsibility resting upon them as voters, when the exercise 
of the franchise is not or cannot be disconnected from their religion. The entire matter is this in a 
nutshell, a good Mormon woman must do as she is told and ask no questions, and on election 
day the ticket is given her by her husband or the teacher or Bishop of the ward in which she 
lives and she votes it. Ask ninety-nine out of every hundred women  what ticket they voted, and 
the answer will be the same, “the one that was given me.” We could give hundreds of 
illustrations in support of this assertion, did our space permit. If a Mormon woman should 
venture to vote any but the Church ticket, she would be cut off from the Church, turned over to 
the buffetings of Satan, and in addition be subjected to every species of persecution which the 
malice of the priesthood could invent. When Mormon women vote it is simply duplicating the 
male vote over and over again, for they all vote the same ticket--the one given them. 

Consequently, we defy any truthful or disinterested observer to say that the ballot in the 
hands of the women of Utah has accomplished any result of any kind, except to retard the day 
of Utah’s deliverance from priestly bondange and to rivet their own fetters more securely. The 
law says they shall be given the ballot, and implies that they shall exercise their judgement in 
using it. But it has brought no increased respect or power for women, it has only been another 
brand of shame for their brows. And it seems incredible that any sane person should insist that 
woman suffrage, as it is exercised in Utah, is a benefit to any one except the despotic 
priesthood, who use it to neutralize the votes of the Gentiles in the Territory, and to secure to 
themselves a still larger measure of the power that they abuse in so many ways. 

And yet, in spite of all these facts we do not advocated the repeal of what has proved 
itself a most unjust law, nor ask for the disfranchisement of the women of this Territory as 
women. We do, however, advocate that the privilege of the ballot be denied to any woman or 
man who lives in, or advocates the practice of polygamy. It cannot be gainsayed that Female 
suffrage in utah is an outrage upon the rights of others, and upon the first principles of 
republican institutions, yet we do not desire to have the women deprived of the privilege unless 
the same be done with their partners in crime. We take the position that all law-breakers should 
be considered as such, irrespective of sex, and not be invested with the rights of loyal citizens, 
in which position we think we ought to be sustained by every law-abiding man and woman in the 
country, and especially by YOU, whose lives are devoted to the elevation of our sex. 

Very Cordially Yours, 
MRS. S. A. COOKE, Pres., 
MRS. L. W. Rivers, Sec. 

By of the Society. 
(Will all the Woman Suffrage organs and papers that are in favor of the Suffrage 

movement please copy the above letter.) 

 


